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demand, the man shifted his ground and expressed a wish

on behalf of all his friends that the picture should be turned

round to show the back.    This, again, was impossible, as

the picture had with difficulty been arranged so as not to

reflect the light from the window.    Hunt explained that it

cvas exactly similar to the back of a portable canvas, which

le held up and showed him.    But the request was repeated ;

md, upon further refusal, the group assumed an air of

lejection, until another speaker stepped forward and vouch-

,afed a full explanation.

" I think that I can convince you, O Moallim,'* said he,
1 why we ask this kindness; we have been here twenty
ninutes looking at the front of the Messiah and the back
f the Sit Miriam ; is it not natural that now we should wish
D see the face of Sit Miriam and the back of the Christ ? "

Hunt once more explained that there was nothing on the
ack; but the people remained incredulous to the end.

It was noticed by Hunt that those of the Roman Catholic

immunity refrained from coming to see the picture, and,

pon enquiry as to the cause of this, he was informed that the

apal dignitaries had denounced the depicting of the Virgin

ith face hidden as an indignity to her, in consequence of

hich they had forbidden their flock to see the painting.

is interesting to compare with this attitude of mind

at of the extreme church party in England, when at a

ter date the picture was exhibited there.    With the assur-

ice which often accompanies narrowness of mind they

inounced the work as blasphemous, refusing to believe,

spite of the testimony of St. Mark, that Christ could ever

ve demeaned Himself by a task so humble as that of

:arpenter.

Not long after the incidents related the picture was sent to
igland, and was soon followed by Hunt himself, who